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Soviet -; nciustrial capacity. 'I'his loss would not be permanent and 

could either be alleviated by Soviet recuperative action or augmented 

dependi...."lg upon the ·weight and effectiveness_ of· follow-up attacks. 

10. Of outstandi..~g iruportance is the prcspect that tha 

petroleum industry in the U.S .S.R. would suffer severe darn.age 

especially in refini..'lg capacity. The supply of high test av"i.ation 

gasoli..r1e would become rapidly critical. 

PEP.SONNE.I.. Ct.SU.\LTIES 

11. The ; n; ti.al atomic offensive could produce as ma71y as 

2,700,000 mortalities, and 4,000,000 additional casualties, depending 

upon the effectiveness of Soviet passive defense measures. A_large 

number of homes would be destroyed and the problems of living for the -

rernainder of the 28,000,000 people in tne 70 target cities would be 

vastly complicated. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL EJ.<"?ECTS 

12. The atomic offensive would not, per se, bri..71g about 

capitulation, destroy the roots of Conmunism or critically weaken the 

power of Soviet leadership to dominate the people. 

13 o Fo:..~ the majority of Soviet people, atomic bombir1g would 

validate Soviet propaganda against foreign powers, stimulate resentment 

against the United States, u_riify these people and increase· their w'.!.ll to 

fight. Among an indetem.inate minority, atomic boi;ibing might stimulate 

dissidence and the hope of relief from oppression. Unless and until 

vastly more favorable opportunities develop for them, the i....'1fluence of 

these elements will not appreciably affect the Soviet war effort. 

14. A psychological crisis will be created within the U.s.s.R. 
which could be turned to advantage by the Allies t hrough early and 

effective exploitation by armed forces and psychological warfare. Pail-

i.r1g pro:npt a.,d effective exp;J-oitation, the opportunity would be lost 

and subsequent Soviet psyc~ological reactions would adversely affect 

the accomplishment of Allied oojecti7eso 
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